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H2O Study/Reflection Questions
Week 2 - Polluted

1. Kyle Idleman used words like boring, outdated, and hypocritical to describe a lot
of people’s experience of church.
What words would you use to describe your experience of church?

2. If you had to describe Jesus from your church experience alone, what would you
say He is like?
How close do you think this church view of Jesus is to the real Jesus?

3. When asked why they don’t attend church, most people don’t say things like, “I
don’t believe in God” or “ I think the Bible is just a book of fairy tales.”
Instead, the response is often, “Church is boring” or “I don’t understand what the
preacher is talking about” or “I’m too busy.”
When it comes to questions of faith, do you think people have more issues with
Jesus and what He is like or with the church and what it is like?
What about you?

4. One of the perversions of Christianity is turning it into a list of rules.
Here are some genuine rules (from the USA) – some of which are still current:

 A person may not wear cowboy boots unless he owns at least three cows.
 Owners of home with Christmas lights up past 2 February will be fined

$250.
 Gathering and consuming road kill shall be illegal.
 No more than five inoperable vehicles may occupy one piece of property

at one time.
 A woman may not buy a hat without her husband’s permission.
 Women should not be allowed to drive motorized vehicles unless a man

preceded them waving a red flag to warn oncoming pedestrians or
motorists.

5. There are a lot of dos and don’ts in the Bible and that is why a lot of people think
being a Christian is all about following rules.
Whilst many of the rules in the Bible were intended to help create healthier
communities (remember that even many of the laws we would think out-dated
were incredibly counter-cultural and confronting in their particular context) the
Bible also says that those same laws highlight the impossibility of anyone ever
living a perfect life.



Read the following passages from the Bible:
Now do you see it? No one can ever be made right in God’s sight by doing
what the law commands. For the more we know of God’s laws, the clearer it
becomes that we aren’t obeying them. (Romans 3:20 TLB)

So what was the law for? It was given to show that the wrong things people
do are against God’s will…In other words, the law was our guardian leading us
to Christ. (Galatians 3:19, 24 NCV)

So, despite what you may have been told, Christianity is NOT about rule-
following.
Would you agree that following all the right rules and doing everything perfectly
is impossible?
Why, or why not?

6. Besides rule-based living, others distort Jesus’ message by what Kyle Idleman
describes as “Christianity and _______________"; that is, stuff added to Jesus
like political and social agendas, or even personal opinions.
What have you seen added to the basic message of Jesus?
Have you added anything to the message of Jesus?

7. Luke 15:1-2 says:
Now the tax collectors and “sinners” were all gathering around to hear him.
But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law muttered, “This man welcomes
sinners and eats with them.”

The religious leaders of His day saw Jesus as a person who readily connected
with those whom others viewed as immoral.
How close is this description to your view of Jesus?
Pretty close? Or quite distant?
Why?

8. If you are a follower of Jesus, how do you represent Him?
What image of Christianity and the church would others get from the way you
live, and communicate your faith?

9. If you are not yet a follower of Jesus, would you be
prepared to consider Jesus as He really is, rather than
how people might represent (misrepresent) Him?


