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H2O Study/Reflection Questions
Week 6 - Drowning

1. Have you ever experienced someone paying a bill, or saving you from a mess you
couldn’t possibly get yourself out of?
If you so, what was that like for you?
How did you respond to the event and to the one offering the help?

2. What do you think people think about the chances of God doing something like
that for them?
What about you? How do you respond to that idea?

3. Do you think sin is a real thing?
How would you describe or define sin (try to avoid “religious” words)?

4. Kyle Idleman suggests four ways people attempt to deal with their “ugly stuff”
(sin):

 deny it – to just not face it
 rationalise it away by saying, :I have a right to be happy; I’m not hurting

anybody; I couldn’t help it.”
It has been said that when we rationalise, we are actually telling ourselves
“rational lies”.

 comparison with others who are deemed to be worse – “At least I’m not as
bad as [insert name]!”

 hide bad habits – what others can’t see, can’t be bad, right?

Do you think Kyle Idleman is correct? Why?
What about you? Do you ever find yourself doing one (or more) of these to deal
with your own “ugly stuff”?

5. One of the big questions about (and arguments against) Christianity is, “Why does
God allow a hell?”
If a person rebelled against God, wouldn’t submit to God, what do you think God
should do?

 let the person into heaven anyway (but then God would be allowing sin into
His perfection, immediately polluting it)

 force this person to surrender (but this would violate the person’s free will,
robbing them of the right to choose)

 give the person their wish (but this would mean separation from God and all
that is good, that is, existence in outer darkness, or hell)



 create a “nice” place where sinful, unsubmissive people could go and
continue to be sinful and unsubmissive but as happy as they can be in this
state (but this would violate God’s justice)

 just annihilate the person

6. One definition of hell is “the absolute absence of God”.
How do you respond to that definition?
What are some ways that people (including you) can experience hell in the
present?

7. Mark 10:45 (NIRV) says:
Even the Son of Man [Jesus] did not come to be served. Instead, he came to serve
others. He came to give his life as the price for setting many people free.

What stands out for you in this verse?
How does Jesus dying set “many people free”?

8. In the book of Isaiah, we find a prophecy, a sort of advance notification from God
about what He was going to do in the future. Written about 700 years before
Jesus’ birth, it describes what Jesus would do:

4 He suffered the things we should have suffered.
He took on himself the pain that should have been ours.

But we thought God was punishing him.
We thought God was wounding him and making him suffer.

5 But the servant was pierced because we had sinned.
He was crushed because we had done what was evil.

He was punished to make us whole again.
His wounds have healed us.

6 All of us are like sheep. We have wandered away from God.
All of us have turned to our own way.

And the LORD has placed on his servant
the sins of all of us. (Isaiah 53:4-6, NIRV)

What do you think of this idea of Jesus giving His life to pay the “tab” for our
messing up (our “ugly stuff”)?

Go to www.shellharbourcitychurch.org.au for more H2O resources.

Take some time this week to think about
your own life (not someone else’s).

What “ugly stuff” (sin) do you need to
allow God to deal with?


